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shape the world, 
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Welcome from Ed 
September 2021 will be a defining 
moment for LIS. We will open our 
doors and welcome our founding 
cohort of students on our one-of-a-
kind interdisciplinary Bachelor of Arts 
and Sciences degree. No one else 
will be able to say “I was there at the 
beginning.” 

We don’t know what the world of 
work will look like in a decade. But we 
know that graduates will need to be 
adaptable, with the skills and insight 
to combine knowledge from different 
disciplines in new and relevant ways. 
Simply put, we need our brightest 
minds coming out of university ready 
to tackle problems that are more 
complex, global, and interconnected 
than ever before. 

Multifaceted real-world problems - 
childhood obesity, global pandemics, 
the ethics of AI - don’t respect the 
traditional subject boundaries. So 
why should your degree? LIS is built 
for students who want to tackle these 
urgent problems, and work together 
towards a better world. It aims to 
combine the best of the education 
system with expertise from industry, 
creating a truly transformational 
learning experience. We have created 
the degree that we would have loved 
to be able to study. One that prepares 
you to take action in the areas that you 
are passionate about. 
  
Don’t miss your chance to be a founder. 
Join our 2021 cohort and start shaping 
your future today.

Ed Fidoe
Chief Executive, LIS

Welcome
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They are our checks and balances 
– both in terms of how we act as an 
organisation, and towards each other.
 
These are our commitment to you, 
but they should also guide you in your 
relationships with your future cohort.

Our Values and Commitment to You

Be kind 
above all else, be kind

Our Values and 
Commitment to You
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Be brave 
speak up, take brave decisions, push 
yourself outside your comfort zone

Keep learning
never stop learning; continually 
evolve and update your 
understanding

Welcome difference
actively seek different and 
conflicting perspectives on a 
problem, and on life; encourage and 
support diversity in the staff and 
student body

Be honest 
be transparent, tell the truth, have 
integrity
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The world is changing, fast

Don’t get left behind 

Ready to tackle 

Graduate prepared 

Apply to join our 2021 cohort

And be the change

8
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The world is changing, fast

Don’t get left behind 

Ready to tackle 

Graduate prepared 

Apply to join our 2021 cohort

And be the change
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Power to award
own degrees at
launch, the first

in 50 years



11

LIS has been granted powers to award the first degree of its 
kind in the UK, dedicated to tackling real-world problems 
such as the climate crisis, the ethics of AI, and COVID-19. 

Awarded top marks in every area of academic standards and 
qualities, LIS can award its BASc degree in Interdisciplinary 
Problems & Methods from 2021. 

LIS is the first new provider to gain new degree awarding 
powers from the start in over 50 years.

LIS is also an official provider of Higher Education and can 
be found on the OfS register of providers. Being a registered 
provider means that students who study at LIS will be able 
to access student finance (including both tuition fees and 
maintenance loans).

Degree Awarding Powers

11

https://www.officeforstudents.org.uk/advice-and-guidance/the-register/the-ofs-register/
https://www.gov.uk/student-finance
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The campus
Our 2021 founding cohort will join us 
in Whitechapel (just off Brick Lane) 
in the heart of London. Shoreditch 
will be right on your doorstep, with all 
the art, fashion, bars and restaurants 
that it has to offer. And, of course, 
there’s the City of London itself. One 
of the world’s most famous business 
districts, housing billion-pound 
organisations, purpose-driven start-
ups, and everything in between. 

12
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The Campuslondoninterdisciplinaryschool.org/student-life/

13

https://www.londoninterdisciplinaryschool.org/student-life/
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The LIS team is a unique combination of 
leading academics, world-class entrepreneurs 
and educationalists with deep expertise in the 
science of learning. LIS and its interdisciplinary 
programme is a result of these powerful 
collaborations.

Our faculty - from institutions including 
Harvard, Oxford and LSE, and with expertise in 
disciplines from Machine Learning to Visual Art 
- are working together to create a unique and 
rich curriculum.

Our world-class 
faculty
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Carl Gombrich
Academic lead at LIS
Carl was a Professorial Teaching 
Fellow of Interdisciplinary 
Education at UCL.

Our World-Class Facultylondoninterdisciplinaryschool.org/team/

Ash Brockwell
Writer and consultant, with 
specialisms in wellbeing and 
sustainability. PhD, Wageningen.
#Biochemistry, #Sustainability, 
#Education, #Molecular Biology

James Carney
Works at the intersection of 
machine learning, English literature, 
and experimental psychology. 
PhD, National University of Ireland.
#Machine Learning, #The Humanities 
#Data Science, #Coding (python)

https://www.londoninterdisciplinaryschool.org/team/
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Mattia Gallotti
Philosopher of mind and 
society interested in academic 
innovation and management. 
PhD, Exeter.
#Writing, #Cognitive Humanities, 
#Social Science, #Economics

Maria Madero
Artist and curator. Maria’s work 
explores virtuality and materiality, 
crossing disciplinary boundaries.
#Art, #Critical Thinking, 
#Philosophy, #Education, #Design

Priya Lall
Social epidemiologist whose work 
promotes social justice causes in 
developing countries. PhD, Oxford.
#Sociology, #Epidemiology, 
#Political Science

Ebrahim Patel
Applied mathematician interested 
in the mathematics of complex 
systems and human behaviour. 
PhD, Manchester.
#Mathematics, #Complexity 
Science, #Dynamical Systems, 
#Network Science
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Bronwyn Tarr
Human behavioural scientist 
interested in the evolution of social 
behaviours. PhD, Oxford.
#Psychology, #Evolutionary 
Biology, #Anthropology

Isaiah Wellington-Lynn
Anthropologist and UX designer with 
experience across private and public 
sectors passionate about positive 
mental health and social mobility. 
#Anthropology, #UX Design, 
#Design Thinking, #Social Mobility

Our World-Class Facultylondoninterdisciplinaryschool.org/team/

Amelia Peterson
Social scientist with a background in 
policy and consulting. PhD, Harvard. 
#Policy, #Psychology, #Political 
Science, #Sociology, #Education

https://www.londoninterdisciplinaryschool.org/team/
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Our World-Class Faculty

Together, the faculty’s experience, 
educational make-up and 
approach to learning is innately 
interdisciplinary. In tackling 
plastic pollution, for example, 
students could be taught survey 
design by an anthropologist, 
probabilistic thinking by a 
mathematician, ontology by a 
philosopher, ‘Affect’ by an artist, 
and coding by a machine learning 
expert. The benefits of this 
academic diversity are enormous.

All faculty are committed to 
creative and engaging ways 
of teaching. During the faculty 
recruitment process, for which 
there were over 750 applications, 
candidates were required to 
design and deliver real lessons to 
ensure excellent teaching quality.

19

londoninterdisciplinaryschool.org/team/

https://www.londoninterdisciplinaryschool.org/team/
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Interdisciplinary 
Problems and Methods (BASc)

20
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The Degreelondoninterdisciplinaryschool.org/course-content/

“I think interdisciplinary studies are 
important especially in the modern day as 
we face many problems as a society. It’s 
exciting to know that LIS will guide us to 
an alternative way of thinking so we can 
produce probable solutions to tackle these 
topics in an effective way, where we will 
actually be able to make a change to a 
better future.”

Sabiha, Applicant

https://www.londoninterdisciplinaryschool.org/course-content/
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An interdisciplinary course, 
built around real-world 
problems
In the current approach to higher 
education most students learn a 
single discipline, separated from 
other disciplines and distant from the 
world of work. They’re siloed. Rather 
than organising into subject silos, our 
modern interdisciplinary approach 
starts with a real-world problem. 

You will learn a range of disciplines 
across the sciences, arts and design, 
technology, the social sciences, 
and the humanities. It’s important 
not to think in traditional ways when 
considering these subjects - the world 
is not divided up in this way, so neither 
is this degree.
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Course content
Each term is organised around at 
least one real-world problem, which 
provides the framework for you to 
deep-dive into different academic 
disciplines. You will use research 
methods to create your own outputs, 
evidencing your understanding of the 
challenge posed. As you move through 
the course you will have greater 
freedom each year to choose from a 
range of exciting modules. 

The Degree

23

During our interdisciplinary degree, 
you will:

londoninterdisciplinaryschool.org/course-content/

• Interrogate some of the toughest 
problems faced by the world

• Learn methods that be applied 
from a range of disciplines

• Discover ways to combine 
disciplines in new ways

https://www.londoninterdisciplinaryschool.org/course-content/
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Programme structure

Year 1

Please note the programme and module structure below is indicative and may change 
(including the module names). The details below give you a flavour of what you may study 
during your first year at LIS.

Problems Ia and Problems Ib

Problems 1c

Quantitative Methods Ia: Thinking Like a Scientist

Quantitative Methods Ib: Introduction to Data Science and Natural Sciences

Qualitative and Visual Methods Ia: Communicating Visually and Verbally

Qualitative and Visual Methods 1b: Hearing and Recounting the Lived 
Experience

(18 Credits)

(24 Credits)

(15 Credits)

(15 Credits)

(15 Credits)

(15 Credits)

Year 2

In Year 2, you can choose three optional modules from a range of quantitative and qualitative 
methods modules. You must select at least one module from the Quantitative methods II list, 
and at least one module from the Qualitative methods II list.

Problems IIa and Problems IIb 

Problems IIc

Mental Models and Superconcepts: Interdisciplinary ways to view the world

Quantitative Methods II (Optional modules)

Qualitative and Visual Methods II (Optional modules)

(18 Credits)

(24 Credits)

(15 Credits)

(15 Credits)

(15 Credits)

Quantitative Methods II (Optional modules)
• Investigating the physical world - 

Quantitative Spatial Analysis
• Investigating the human and natural 

world I - Methods for understanding the 
evolution of social behaviour

• Introduction to data engineering
• Further statistics and probability
• Intermediate functional methods

Qualitative and Visual Methods II 
(Optional modules)
• Design Thinking
• Telling the story of a Wicked Problem: 

From Tyndall to TED
• Thinking through writing
• Thinking visually: From visual narratives 

to system thinking
• Ethics and ethnographies: Designing 

socially engaged research

24
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Quantitative Methods III (Optional modules)
• Complexity and Modelling Systems
• Full Stack Web Development
• Further Data Engineering
• Investigating the physical world II: 

Dynamic physical systems
• Investigating the natural and human 

world II: Understanding and measuring 
human intelligence in context

• Machine Learning and Artificial 
Intelligence

• Climate Change and Planetary Health

Qualitative Methods III (Optional modules)
• Stories and Campaigns: 

Communications to shape the world
• Social Exploration and Excavation – 

Qualitative research in action
• Apparatus, Process and Subjective 

Methodologies in Photography and 
Videography

• Global Citizenship
• Podcasting and Power
• Skills for Sustainability

A word about credits
In the UK, to gain a degree you need to pass a certain number of credits in each year 
of the programme. Each module is given a credit – you are awarded this when you 
pass the module at assessment. Credits are accumulated towards the total credits 
required for the programme. To get a BASc (Honours), you need to get a total of 360 
credits over three years.

The Degree

(30 Credits)

(15 Credits)

(15 Credits)

(15 Credits)

Year 3

You will choose five options from a selection of modules. You must choose at least 
one module from the Quantitative Methods III list, and at least one module from the 
Qualitative Methods III list.

Capstone Project

Mixed Methods Research and Interdisciplinarity: Theory and Practice

Quantitative Methods III (Optional modules)

Qualitative Methods III (Optional modules)

25

londoninterdisciplinaryschool.org/course-content/

https://www.londoninterdisciplinaryschool.org/course-content/
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Problem example:  
With around 430,000 deaths 
annually, nearly half the world’s 
population is at risk of contracting 
malaria. New technology enables 
us to edit the genes of mosquitoes 
to eliminate the species that 
carries malaria, but at what cost?

What guidelines should the World 
Health Organisation set for a 
country to consider running a trial?

In tackling malaria, you could 
be taught survey design by an 
anthropologist, probabilistic 
thinking by a mathematician, 
ethics by a philosopher, genome 
editing by an epidemiologist, 
international relations by a 
political scientist, and exaptation 
by a biologist.  

26
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“The opportunity to 
study at LIS excites 
me because the 
interdisciplinary 
approach to problem 
solving is something I 
believe the modern 
world is missing.”
Madeline, Applicant
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How we’ll assess you
At LIS, our students won’t spend 
their summer terms writing lengthy 
examination essays for hours on 
end. Instead, our interdisciplinary 
programme will make use of a variety 
of assessment methods. These 
assessments will be challenging 
but also fair, engaging, and varied 
- reflecting the kinds of outputs 
you would be expected to produce 
throughout a professional career.  

Assessments could include:
• Presenting group projects to a real 

audience 
• Conducting individual research 

projects 
• Creating videos and podcasts 
• Designing a publicity campaign
• Completing short, interactive 

quizzes

Find out more about studying at LIS: 
londoninterdisciplinaryschool.org/
studying-at-lis/

The Degreelondoninterdisciplinaryschool.org/studying-at-lis/

2021 academic calendar

Transition week
27th Sept 2021 -  2nd Oct 2021

Term 1
4th Oct 2021 - 17th Dec 2021

Term 2
10th Jan 2022 - 25th Mar 2022

Term 3

25th Apr 2022 - 12th June 2022

http://londoninterdisciplinaryschool.org/studying-at-lis/
http://londoninterdisciplinaryschool.org/studying-at-lis/
https://www.londoninterdisciplinaryschool.org/studying-at-lis/
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1. Interdisciplinary knowledge  
Superconcepts (like evolution, entropy, 
and postmodernism) are powerful 
tools that enable you to go beyond the 
constraints of subject silos. Originating 
in a single discipline, superconcepts 
traverse disciplinary boundaries - often 
blossoming in disciplines far removed 
from their initial genesis. Consider 
evolution. Originating from biology, it is 
now found in psychology, game theory, 
history, ecology, environmental science, 
computer science, and new media.

2. Research methods 
Research methods allow you to produce 
your own knowledge as well as critique 
concepts and models in a wide variety 
of disciplines. In an age where factual 
knowledge is immediately easy to 
come by, the value of generating your 
own knowledge is greatly increased. 
By studying a range of qualitative tools 
(e.g. videography and ethnography), as 
well as key quantitative methods (e.g. 
machine learning and data science), you 
will be well-positioned to do research in 
your own interests and in areas which 
are valued by employers.

At LIS, students will develop:

30
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3. Practical skills 
It is no longer enough to simply graduate 
with a 2:1. You need to graduate with the 
skills employers are looking for - skills 
you will actually use in the workplace. 
We will teach you how to communicate 
effectively across disciplinary 
boundaries so you can deliver genuinely 
useful work to a variety of audiences 
in written, oral, and graphic form. Not 
only this, but you’ll recognise and have 
a nuanced understanding of any ethical 
issues associated with your work. The 
organisations in our network are excited 
to meet you!

4. Transferable knowledge 
Transferable skills will help you tackle 
problems you care about and problems 
you’ll be facing in the workplace. At 
LIS, your learning and development 
will extend beyond the constraints 
of a traditional lecture theatre. We 
will encourage you to be hungry for 
knowledge and to demonstrate an 
independence of mind. Your third-year 
Capstone research project will be a good 
opportunity to demonstrate this. Here, 
you will work on a real-world scenario 
to dissect a complex problem before 
drawing upon your previous learnings to 
propose a solution. 

31

The Degreelondoninterdisciplinaryschool.org/studying-at-lis/

https://www.londoninterdisciplinaryschool.org/studying-at-lis/
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A new learning environment
The world of work is changing. 
We are more interconnected than 
ever before. Remote working has 
enabled us to stay connected and 
work together across time zones, 
over distance, and through a global 
pandemic. Online learning has taken 
giant leaps forward – the use of 
multimedia, open resources, and 
new technologies allow for greater 
student choice and control, anytime/
anywhere learning, and better access 
to the universe of knowledge that 
waits at our fingertips. 

The power of online
The internet has helped us organise 
knowledge in a new way, from 
taxonomies to networks. Rather than 
picking away at subjects in the confines 
of a library corridor, the internet allows 
us to connect disciplines and pillars of 
knowledge in new and exciting ways. 
A lot of this is down to open source 
resources, and we’ll be showing you 
how to make the most of them. 

Dedicated to designing for the future
We have a team dedicated to the 
delivery of a learning experience 

The Future 
of Learning & 
COVID-19
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“I don’t want to be 
limited to studying 
the world from one 
perspective.”
Ed, Applicant

The Future of Learning & COVID-19londoninterdisciplinaryschool.org/the-future-of-learning/

that prepares LIS graduates for 
the modern workplace. This team 
includes entrepreneurs who have 
scaled fast growth digital start-ups, 
educationalists specialised in the 
design and delivery of both the online 
and offline teaching experience, and 
academics who have joined us from 
world-class institutions. 

We recently ran an online programme 
to learn how teaching methods may 
adapt in a new era of education, in 
which more remote learning and online 
collaboration are becoming the new 

norm. We hosted participants from all 
over the world, including Colombia, 
Sweden, South Korea, the United 
States, France, Germany, Mexico, 
India, and the UK. During the space 
of five short weeks, we delivered 
two virtual gallery exhibitions and 
collaborated across mediums, using a 
wide range of digital tools.

https://www.londoninterdisciplinaryschool.org/the-future-of-learning/
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The LIS learning experience
At LIS, we’ll use online learning where it 
works best — for lectures, workshops, 
and interactive coding groups. But where 
meeting face-to-face is more valuable — 
for example for practical learning, one-to-
ones, and small group teaching — we will 
always endeavour to make it happen.

Our physical site will be an important 
hub for you to learn and socialise 
together. We don’t know what the world 
will bring us in 2021, or what restrictions 
will be in place; but we’re committed 
to giving you an excellent and safe 
educational experience that brings 
together the best of online and face-to-
face teaching and learning.

34
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What does this mean in practice? 

londoninterdisciplinaryschool.org/the-future-of-learning/ The Future of Learning & COVID-19

We’ll always follow government 
guidelines.

We’ll deliver meaningful face-to-
face teaching wherever it can be 
conducted safely within these 
guidelines.

Our social, wellbeing and careers 
offering will be delivered face-to-face 
wherever possible, with excellent 
online contingencies in place.

If you’re ill or shielding, you won’t 
miss out on any aspect of the 
student experience - there will 
always be an online option.

We’ll ensure we communicate with 
you in a clear, transparent, and timely 
way if/when government guidance 
changes while you’re studying. We’ll 
make sure you’re kept up to date on 
any changes to our provision, the 
availability of our facilities, and what’s 
expected of you.

35

https://www.londoninterdisciplinaryschool.org/the-future-of-learning/
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World of work
At LIS, we don’t think you should wait until 
you graduate to make your impact. Start 
discovering your future career path now.

We aim to position our graduates to take 
up roles in leading organisations across 
the private, public, and third sector.
 
Throughout the programme, you’ll be 
given multiple opportunities to conduct 
your learning in a real workplace setting.

Introducing you to the LIS Network
The LIS Network is a growing and 
active community of employers and 
organisations who are all committed to 
tackling complex problems.

Some of the internship organisations:

+ Many more
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World of Work

Paid internships
All students in good disciplinary 
standing will be eligible to apply for 
an annual paid internship brokered by 
LIS through its network of employer 
organisations. These internships will 
take place following the end of the 
formal Academic Year and will typically 
be for a period of four to five weeks (or 
part-time equivalent) per year. Minimum 
earnings will be based on the London 
Living Wage.

Internships are not compulsory and 
do not bear any credit. However, 
students are encouraged to complete 

37

londoninterdisciplinaryschool.org/world-of-work/

Earn money to help alleviate your 
living costs

Build a professional network 

Develop an understanding of the world 
of work and future career paths 

Position yourself for employment 
beyond your studies

one internship each year to gain work 
experience across different sectors, so 
they can discover the career path they 
may wish to pursue upon graduating 
from LIS.

https://www.londoninterdisciplinaryschool.org/world-of-work/
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Beyond internships
We’ve put together a programme 
of activities to enhance your 
employability prospects beyond 
internships.

38
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Ongoing support All students will have a personal 
Careers Mentor who will support them 
throughout the degree to develop their 
career plans, support their professional 
development, and ensure they have 
the tools they need for entering the 
workplace. 

Future Selves Workshops All students will be able to attend a range 
of professional development workshops 
on topics such as goal setting & decision 
making, persuasion and negotiation, CV 
writing & job applications, how to write 
a business plan, interview training etc. 
These non-compulsory workshops will be 
offered every 2-4 weeks throughout the 
academic year.

Building your network beyond 
graduation

Students will have the opportunity 
to develop their own professional 
network through close engagement 
with employers and organisations 
during their time at LIS. Members of 
the LIS alumni will remain part of the 
LIS community for life, with continuous 
access to LIS’ network.

Site visits and guest talks During the year, students will have the 
opportunity to attend site visits to see 
an organisation in action. LIS will also 
host guest talks with professionals so 
students can understand the specific 
challenges an organisation is facing.

39

World of Worklondoninterdisciplinaryschool.org/world-of-work/

https://www.londoninterdisciplinaryschool.org/world-of-work/


40

Career prospects
This degree will prepare you for a wide 
range of jobs and sectors such as, data 
science, design, consulting, business, 
policy, marketing, accounting, charity, 
the Civil Service, start-ups, and further 
academic research.

Sectors

• Public/ government
• Private/ corporate
• Charity
• Start-ups
• NGO
• Investor

Employers

• Banking/ finance
• Tech (Fin Tech/ Ed Tech)
• Engineering
• Health
• Consulting
• Arts/ culture
• Environment
• Governance
• Law
• Food/ beverage
• Social impact
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We’re looking for brilliant 
problem-solvers who want to 
tackle real-world problems.

World of Worklondoninterdisciplinaryschool.org/world-of-work/

41

https://www.londoninterdisciplinaryschool.org/world-of-work/
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Student life 
in London

THE TATE MODERN

42
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We know there’s more to life than 
studying, and that a lot of what you’ll 
get out of your time at LIS will happen 
outside the classroom. This is your 
opportunity to help craft a stand-out 
student experience, not only for your 
own cohort but also for future cohorts. 
We want to help you meet like-minded 
people, play sports, produce plays, and 
pursue your passions.

Get involved. Take the lead. And shape 
LIS for years to come.

Student Life In London

43

londoninterdisciplinaryschool.org student-life/

https://www.londoninterdisciplinaryschool.org/student-life/


44
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London is your campus 
The LIS site will be in Whitechapel, East 
London, and will be an important hub where 
students can learn and socialise together. 
London will be an integral part of your student 
life. During your time at LIS we want to help 
you navigate and explore one of the world’s 
most dynamic and exciting cities. From its 
parks to its pubs, its food scene to its culture, 
London was recently voted the world’s Best 
Student City for its diversity of culture, quality 
of life, academic performance, and local jobs 
market (QS Higher Education Group, 2018). 

There’s a wealth of hidden treasures in 
London’s 32 boroughs and many villages - and 
we want to help you discover them. 

Student Life In Londonlondoninterdisciplinaryschool.org student-life/

https://www.londoninterdisciplinaryschool.org/student-life/
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THE BRITISH MUSEUM

SOUTHBANK CENTRE

BOROUGH MARKET
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Student Life In London

Accommodation
We know that where students live 
will play a key role in their wellbeing. 
Feeling safe, secure, and comfortable 
at home will enable you to arrive on 
campus ready to learn and make the 
most of your educational experience.

LIS does not have its own 
accommodation but we will provide 
a list of recommended local 
student accommodation providers. 
Whether you chose to live in student 
accommodation organised through 
external providers, private housing or 
commute from home, we will work hard 
to build a strong sense of community 
and belonging for all students, through 
a programme of social and community 
events and on-site experiences. 

Further information on housing 
options will be made available on our 
website in due course.
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londoninterdisciplinaryschool.org student-life/

https://www.londoninterdisciplinaryschool.org/student-life/
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Shape your 
student 
experience 

Student association
As the founding cohort, you’ll be able 
to set up the LIS Student Association, 
which will have its own budget so you 
can start your own clubs, societies, and 
events. The Student Association will be 
an important way for you to share your 
ideas on how LIS should be run.
 
Your voice
We’ll be working in partnership with 
you to make sure we are delivering 
an excellent student experience. 
This means we will actively seek your 
views on all aspects of life at LIS - from 
teaching and learning to our wellbeing, 
careers and extracurricular programmes, 
to our facilities and resources. We want 
to know what you think.

4848

Student reps
Any student can stand for election as a 
student rep. Student reps are included 
on every major decision-making 
committee at LIS, including the Board 
of Directors and Academic Council. All 
student reps will be given coaching and 
training and also sit on the Student Voice 
Committee.
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Social and extracurricular
Student union
We are planning to partner with a leading 
central London student union, so you 
can have access to sports, clubs and 
societies, subsidised bars and cafés 
study spaces, gigs and club nights, a 
jobs board, and housing advice.

Sport and fitness
LIS plans to join the London 
Universities Sports Leagues, so you 
can represent LIS in competitive sports 
like tennis, hockey, volleyball and 
badminton. We’ll also be partnering 
with a local gym so you can access a 
subsidised membership.

Social activities 
We’ll have a programme of social 
events for our students, including club 
nights and movie nights. LIS will have 
its own student association which will 
receive a budget so that you can set up 
your own clubs, societies, and events.

Student Experience

4949

Find out more about the 
student experience:
londoninterdisciplinaryschool.org/
student-life

londoninterdisciplinaryschool.org student-life/

http://londoninterdisciplinaryschool.org/student-life/
https://www.londoninterdisciplinaryschool.org/student-life/
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Student Support
& Wellbeing

50

A triangle of support 
At LIS, we think individual support 
is crucial. This is why all students 
will have a dedicated personal 
Academic Tutor, Welfare Advisor, 
and Careers Mentor. An on-site 
counsellor will also be available 
to students. We’re working with 
partners including Grit (a charity 
delivering personal development 
and coaching programmes), to 
set up a programme of free-to-all 
wellbeing and enrichment activities 
including sessions on diversity, 
resilience, play, and mindfulness. 
Students will also have access to 
general advice and guidance on 
topics like nutrition, exercise, and 
financial management.
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Student Support & Wellbeing

Academic Tutor
Your Academic Tutor will be a member 
of the teaching faculty. When possible, 
they’ll be your tutor for the length of the 
three-year programme. Your Academic 
Tutor will oversee and support your 
learning. You’ll normally meet them 
once or twice a term, but can contact 
them any time by email and arrange to 
meet them during office hours. 

Welfare Adviser
Your Welfare Advisor will listen to 
you and provide you with advice, 
guidance, and support on any difficulty 
you may have - whether it’s financial 
worries, stress, friendship problems, 
or practical difficulties balancing your 
work with other commitments. Your 
Welfare Advisor can connect you to 
other services, such as counselling, 
financial advice, personal development 
workshops, and local National Health 
Services (NHS) services.

Careers Mentor
Your Careers Mentor will support 
you in defining your career goals and 
developing your professional skills and 
networks. They’ll be your guide and 
advisor as you navigate the transition 
from higher education into the world 
of work. You’ll have regular meetings 
with your Careers Mentor from the 
outset of your time at LIS, giving you the 
opportunity to explore your professional 
aspirations from your first year of study.

You can find out more by emailing 
studentexperience@t-lis.org

Settling in
Induction Week is focused on 
helping you get to know your fellow 
cohort, the LIS team, and becoming 
comfortable in the LIS environment. 
We’ll be throwing a variety of social 
events, and you’ll be able to join 
group mentoring sessions to help you 
navigate the transition to university. 
You’ll meet the LIS faculty and 
professional staff, and will have your 
first sessions with your dedicated 
Academic Tutor and Welfare Advisor. 
We’ll provide you with important 
information about the course and 
what to expect during your time 
with us, answer your questions, 
and introduce you to our campus, 
facilities, and services.
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Applicants must be at least 18 years of 
age on admission to LIS. That means 
you’ll have to be 18 years old on the 1st 
of October in the relevant academic 
year that the programme starts.

Programme-specific 
requirements
We welcome applications from all subject 
backgrounds. When it comes to grades, 
we don’t set a minimum bar. Instead, we 
use a holistic approach to understand 
your context, what you’ve achieved, and 
your potential in the future.

Admissions
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Apply 
Applicants apply directly 
via the LIS website. This 
means that LIS will be 
an additional choice, 
alongside your five UCAS 
choices.

Interview 
All applicants will be 
invited to an online 
interview.

Offer
We’ll award conditional 
offers that consider 
each applicant 
holistically and on a 
case-by-case basis.
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Admissions

We’re looking for three things in our 
students:

53

Your academic ability, in the 
context of your educational, 
familial, and personal background. 
We’ll assess this on the basis of 
your application form.

General cognitive aptitudes 
(problem-solving ability, critical and 
creative thinking). We’ll assess at 
our online interview.

Mindsets and attitudes to learning  
(curiosity, collaboration, and 
resilience). We’ll assess at our 
online interview.

“The world around us is 
changing faster than we 
know. This is exactly why 
I am excited to apply  
for LIS”
Tomasz, Applicant

londoninterdisciplinaryschool.org/admissions/

https://www.londoninterdisciplinaryschool.org/admissions/
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Find out more about admissions:
londoninterdisciplinaryschool.org/
admissions/

Key application dates
We know that everyone’s story is 
slightly different and that this may not 
align with the traditional UCAS deadline 
for submitting your higher education 
application. At LIS, we have three 
admission cycles as we know that 
circumstances can change so we want 
to give applicants the opportunity to 
apply throughout the year. 

The admissions cycle dates are as 
follows:

Admissions cycle #1
Deadline: 15th Jan 2021
Interviews: Jan 2021
Offers: From Feb 2021

Admissions cycle #2 
Deadline: 5th Mar 2021
Interviews: Mar 2021 
Offers: From the end of Mar 2021

Admissions cycle #3 
Deadline: 30th July 2021
Interviews: June - July 2021
Offers: Within 2 weeks from interview

“The breadth of study and 
the ability to delve into 
real and current issues 
from many disciplines 
excites me.”
Charlie, Applicant

http://londoninterdisciplinaryschool.org/admissions/
http://londoninterdisciplinaryschool.org/admissions/
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Admissions
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londoninterdisciplinaryschool.org/admissions/

https://www.londoninterdisciplinaryschool.org/admissions/
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Finance
We don’t want cost to be a barrier when it comes to choosing LIS. We’re here to 
help provide guidance and support on all things finance.

What you need to know: Fees & Funding
The table below outlines the fees for undergraduate students in the academic 
year 2021/22.

Course Tuition fees per year

Interdisciplinary 
Problems and 
Methods 
(Bachelor of Arts 
and Sciences)

UK students - £9,000
In future years, fees for continuing students may be subject to an 
inflationary increase, if the government increases the current fee cap.
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You’ll be charged tuition fees for every 
academic year you study at LIS. This fee 
covers all elements of your registration, 
enrolment, tuition, supervision and 
assessment for the full academic year. 
It does not cover living costs, books, 
materials (including a laptop computer) 
or travel.
 
Please note that in order to access 
the programme, you’ll need your own 
portable computer device uploaded with 
Microsoft Office (Student Version). If 
owing to personal circumstances you 
cannot purchase a personal device, 

you can apply to the LIS Foundation 
to provide you with one. LIS also 
has a “laptop bank” to provide for 
students who have a short-term device 
requirement. We’re here to help, so just 
let us know if you need support.

Finance

Find out more about fees:
londoninterdisciplinaryschool.org/
fees/

londoninterdisciplinaryschool.org/fees/

http://londoninterdisciplinaryschool.org/fees/
http://londoninterdisciplinaryschool.org/fees/
https://www.londoninterdisciplinaryschool.org/fees/
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Tuition fee loans from Student Finance

If approved, the tuition fee loan will be 
paid directly from Student Finance to 
LIS on your behalf.

Student Loans 
Student loans can include a tuition fee 
loan and maintenance loans to help with 
your living costs.
gov.uk/student-finance/new-fulltime-
students

• Tuition fee loans - The majority of 
UK and EU students use a tuition 
fee loan from Student Finance to 
pay for their fees. These are paid 
directly to the School, and you 
won’t have to pay it back until after 
your course, when you’re earning 
above a certain level

• Maintenance loans - This is a loan 
to help with your living costs. How 
much you borrow depends on your 
household income, where you study, 
where you live and how long for. 
They are paid directly into your bank 
account at the start of each term

Student loans can include a tuition fee loan and maintenance loans to help with 
your living costs.

http://gov.uk/student-finance/new-fulltime-students
http://gov.uk/student-finance/new-fulltime-students
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Living within a budget in London
There are loads of great resources giving 
advice on living within a student budget 
in London. Here are our favourite ones:

The Which Student Budget Calculator will 
help you figure out how much you’ll need 
to budget to live as a student in London. 
which.co.uk/money/university-and-
student-finance/student-budget-
calculator

The UCAS Budget Calculator will also help 
you figure out your budget.
ucas.com/budget-calculator

Visit London has information on a wealth 
of free and discounted attractions:
• Enjoy thousands of free events, 

lectures and seminars held in 
London throughout the year. Find 
out more at Visit London: 
visitlondon.com/

• Research where to live. Rent 
costs vary widely depending on 
your location in London. Find 
out more on the London Student 
Accommodation Guide:  
housing.london.ac.uk/housing-guide

• The best things in life are free. 
Discover historical London, 
visit Royal Parks and enjoy free 
entrance to world-class galleries 
and museums. Find out more at 
Visit London:  
visitlondon.com/tag/free-
attractions-in-london

Finance

More information about student 
loans can be found at:
gov.uk/apply-for-student-finance

londoninterdisciplinaryschool.org/fees/

• Take advantage of a range of student 
discounts on Unidays; from clothing 
to restaurants to gym memberships

• Transport for London allows you to 
sign up for discounted student travel 
and save 30% on London travelcards: 
tfl.gov.uk/campaign/student-travel

• Save The Student has some 
great hints and tips on costs and 
budgeting whilst you’re studying:  
savethestudent.org/money/student-
budgeting/what-do-students-spend-
their-money-on.html

http://which.co.uk/money/university-and-student-finance/student-budget-calculator
http://which.co.uk/money/university-and-student-finance/student-budget-calculator
http://which.co.uk/money/university-and-student-finance/student-budget-calculator
http://ucas.com/budget-calculator
http://visitlondon.com/
http://housing.london.ac.uk/housing-guide
http://visitlondon.com/tag/free-attractions-in-london
http://visitlondon.com/tag/free-attractions-in-london
http://gov.uk/apply-for-student-finance
https://www.londoninterdisciplinaryschool.org/fees/
http://tfl.gov.uk/campaign/student-travel
http://savethestudent.org/money/student-budgeting/what-do-students-spend-their-money-on.html
http://savethestudent.org/money/student-budgeting/what-do-students-spend-their-money-on.html
http://savethestudent.org/money/student-budgeting/what-do-students-spend-their-money-on.html
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Looking after our students 
Financial support
We want to make sure that you’re 
given every opportunity to succeed 
at LIS and we know that everyone’s 
situation is different.

So that we can provide financial 
support to meet different needs we 
have three main forms of bursary. If 
you receive any of the financial support 
listed below you will never need to pay 
anything back. 

Financial support bursary
If your household income (the money 
that your parents/careers earn 
together) is below £25,000 then you 
will be eligible for bursaries in each 
year of study.

Hardship grants
We know that your financial situation can 
change at any time. To try and support 
you when you most need help, we have a 
dedicated fund for hardship grants which 
are decided on a case-by-case basis. You 
can access multiple hardship grants at 
any time of study at LIS.

60

The LIS Foundation
We are currently setting up a charity 
- the LIS Foundation - to provide 
additional support to students. 
Bursaries from the LIS Foundation will 
provide another channel of assistance 
for a wide range of students.

Internships 
As part of our internships programme 
we will be brokering opportunities 
for all our students. We will ensure 
that all internships pay at least the 
London Living Wage and expect that a 
typical 5 week internship will be worth 
approximately £2,000.
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Finance

“When I heard about LIS I couldn’t 
believe that there was finally a non-
traditional university opening- one 
where I would dedicate my 3 years 
to something I could be passionate 
about. What I am passionate about is 
making a change, even if it’s small.”
Zeynep, Applicant

londoninterdisciplinaryschool.org/fees/

https://www.londoninterdisciplinaryschool.org/fees/
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Equality, Diversity, 
and Inclusion

At LIS, we’re committed to fostering 
an inclusive, respectful and equitable 
environment for all members of 
our staff and student community. 
This commitment is reflected in our 
vision and strategy, our access and 
participation activities, our provision 
for disabled staff and students, our 
innovative admissions process, our 
student-focused approach to academic 
support and wellbeing, and the ways in 
which we recruit and promote our staff.

LIS commits to ensuring that all 
individuals are treated equitably, 
regardless of gender, race or ethnicity, 
socio-economic background, disability, 
religion or belief, sexual orientation, 
gender reassignment, marital status, 
pregnancy or maternity, or any other 
inappropriate distinction.

All members of LIS share responsibility 
for creating an inclusive and equitable 
teaching and learning environment.

Our policies and procedures for ensuring 
equality, diversity and inclusion can 
be found in our Equality, Diversity and 
Inclusion Policy, our Disability Policy and 
our Dignity at Work and Study Policy and 
Procedure.
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Find out more about our equality, 
diversity and inclusion plan:
londoninterdisciplinaryschool.org/
equality-diversity-inclusion/

Equality, Diversity, and Inclusion

What does this mean for you?
Widening access
Our commitment to widening access 
and participation both at LIS and in the 
higher education sector can be found 
in our Access and Participation Plan. 
This sets out our targets and specific 
activities for ensuring that all students 
have equity of opportunity to access, 
succeed on, and progress from our 
programme.

Admissions
We want to understand what you’ve 
achieved given your starting point; and 
we go beyond grades to evaluate what 
you’re capable of achieving in the future. 
This means we don’t set a minimum bar 
for grades, but look at all grades in the 
context of student background; and we 
invite all students to an interview so we 
can understand their potential.

Student support
You’ll have your own dedicated 
Academic Tutor, Wellbeing Advisor 
and Careers Mentor, to make sure you 
get the support you need to navigate 
the programme, adjust to life away 
from home, and set your course for life 
beyond LIS.

Teaching and learning 
Your learning is designed to be flexible 
and inclusive, with a mix of face-to-
face and online sessions, digital and 
physical resources, and opportunities 
and tools to collaborate with your fellow 
students on and offline.

londoninterdisciplinaryschool.org/equality-diversity-inclusion/

http://londoninterdisciplinaryschool.org/equality-diversity-inclusion/
http://londoninterdisciplinaryschool.org/equality-diversity-inclusion/
https://www.londoninterdisciplinaryschool.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/Access_and_Participation_Plan_10067623_Oct-2020_FINAL.pdf
https://www.londoninterdisciplinaryschool.org/equality-diversity-inclusion/
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Disability
We want to ensure that all students 
have equal access to the range 
of teaching, learning and social 
opportunities offered at LIS. Wherever 
reasonably possible, we’ll make 
adjustments to the way we teach and 
assess students to accommodate 
those with disabilities, including 
mental health disabilities.

At LIS, and in light of the Equality Act, 
we use the term “disability” to include 
any physical, sensory and intellectual 
impairment (i.e., mobility impairment, 
visual impairment/ blindness, hearing 
impairment/ deafness), certain medical 
conditions (i.e., HIV, cancer, epilepsy, 
multiple sclerosis), mental health 
difficulties, Asperger’s Syndrome, 
or specific learning differences 
(SpLDs) such as dyslexia, dyspraxia, 
dyscalculia, dysgraphia, or ADHD/ADD.
Disclosing a disability to us is a personal 
matter and is down to individual choice. 

If you do disclose a disability, it 
will help us to let you know your 
options for reasonable adjustments. 
It helps to disclose a disability as 
early as possible – but you can do 
so at any time. For more information 
on our provision for students with 
disabilities and specific learning 
differences, please take a look at 
our Disability Policy. If you have any 
further questions, you can contact 
the Student Support department at 
studentexperience@t-lis.org, where 
we’ll treat your enquiry confidentially.

Disability

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2010/15/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2010/15/contents
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“The LIS course is 
very unique and means 
that I would stand out 
from the crowd in the 
competitive world 
of work”
Elisha, Applicant

65
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Come to one 
of our Online 
Events

Apply to join now: 
londoninterdisciplinaryschool.org/
discovery/

Check out our 2020/21 event series 
on our website to find out more about 
upcoming online events series including 
Discovery Days and Q&As.

Discovery Days
Discovery Days are a great way to find 
out more about LIS and experience our 
interdisciplinary approach to learning.

During a Discovery Day, students will 
get a taste of what it’s like to tackle a 
real-world problem (think free speech, 
fast fashion, plastic pollution) using our 
interdisciplinary approach. Students 
will also meet the LIS team and have 
the chance to ask any questions they 
may have around our interdisciplinary 
programme and the admissions process.

Q&As
These are informal sessions, during 
which the team will provide a brief 
overview of LIS life, including the 
course, student life, internships, and 
admissions. We’ll then have an open 
forum for students, parents, and 
teachers to ask any questions they 
might have.

“The Discovery Day was really 
great! It was great to do the 
exercises and get an idea 
of the learning style. It was 
also great to meet different 
members of the team.”

Dishita, Applicant

Online Events londoninterdisciplinaryschool.org/discovery/

http://londoninterdisciplinaryschool.org/discovery/
http://londoninterdisciplinaryschool.org/discovery/
https://www.londoninterdisciplinaryschool.org/discovery/
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Contact

wearelis

weareLIS

weare_LIS/

LIS - The London Interdisciplinary School

Get in touch
If you have any questions, or would 
like to book a call with one of the team 
or a visit to your school, then email 
hello@t-lis.org.

londoninterdisciplinaryschool.org
t: 0203 409 1912
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londoninterdisciplinaryschool.org /contact/

LIS: The London Interdisciplinary School

https://www.facebook.com/wearelis
https://twitter.com/weareLIS
https://www.instagram.com/weare_LIS/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCsXMphs4vS_-FIJGcXmouyw
https://www.londoninterdisciplinaryschool.org/contact/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/lis-london-interdisciplinary-school/
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Be a 
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co-founder
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To see our Policies (including our Terms & Conditions) 
please visit the Policies page on our website:

londoninterdisciplinaryschool.org/policies/

https://www.londoninterdisciplinaryschool.org/policies/
https://www.londoninterdisciplinaryschool.org/policies/
https://www.londoninterdisciplinaryschool.org/policies/
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Disclaimer
This brochure should be viewed in conjunction with other information 
sources such as the LIS website. Together they are intended as a broad 
and general guide for prospective undergraduate students.
 
LIS has sought to ensure that the information given in this brochure and 
on our website is correct but we do not guarantee its accuracy and LIS 
does not accept any liability for omissions, errors or changes.
 
There may be times where LIS needs to change the information in this 
brochure or on our website and we will update them when we do. Please 
revisit our website before making any decisions to ensure that you are 
viewing our most up-to-date information.
 
Importantly, nothing in this brochure website should be construed as an 
offer by LIS. Any offer made by LIS will be subject to its own terms and 
they will be made clear to the applicant at the time. Neither this brochure 
nor our website creates a contract or other legally binding relationship 
between LIS and any third party.
 
If you have any questions that are not answered in this brochure or on our 
website please get in touch through hello@t-lis.org.

Disclaimer
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londoninterdisciplinaryschool.org
t: 0203 409 1912
e: hello@t-lis.org


